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President s report 


W e often mark the changing of the seasons with special 
events—Easter was once the start of the northern spring 
season and Christmas coincided with the winter solstice. As field 
naturalists, we can divide the calendar into segments that 
correspond with the changing natural environment. The song of 
the first Rufous Whistlers returning from the north heralds the 
start of spring, and soon after the migratory waders return from 
the far northern latitudes. The first warm days of mid-spring allow 
the various sun orchids to bloom and the beginning of true 
summer arrives when the first shrill call of the cicada is heard. 

Field naturalists have a connection to the world that does not rely 
on an ISP. We also have a responsibility to protect the 
environments we cherish and share our knowledge with others. 
With that in mind, why not give someone you know a special gift 
for Christmas—a membership of the GFNC! It is a gift that is 
continually renewed with the publication of the Geelong 
Naturalist, club excursions and informative lectures. 

The publication of the Geelong Bird Report (2011 year) marks 
the culmination of much work from Craig Morley and his 


Barry Lingham 

assistants. The collection, collation and analysis of many 
thousands of bird observations from the Geelong Region adds to 
our understanding of the local birds and becomes an invaluable 
historical record. Well done Craig. 

The GFNC Moolap and Avalon sub-committee is currently 
working on producing a vision document for how the Moolap salt 
fields could be enhanced to create a series of wetlands with 
paths and bird hides, plus an information centre and educational 
facilities. A carefully designed zone of freshwater and saline 
wetlands that integrated with the Eastern Gardens and Point 
Henry would become a major tourist drawcard, adding to the 
quality of life of local citizens. If you have any suggestions for 
particular developments that would enhance the site, please 
forward them to the GFNC email. 

Christmas greetings to all GFNC members and their families. 
Barry Lingham 


Tonight... 

...We will be sharing a Christmas summer. Deborah Evans will tell us what she found 'Under the shade of a 
coolibah tree’ and Susan Kruss will talk about her trip to Canada, specifically Newfoundland, Puffins and other 
interesting experiences in that beautiful part of the world. 

In February... 

...Cameron Steele will talk about how to use the GFNC website to enter observation data and also accessing the 
new blog/chat facility to make comments or upload your own photos. 


GFNC website 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site. 

GFNC website: http://www.gfnc.ora.au 
e-mail address: info@qfnc.orq.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to 
other members and visitors. 


GFNC is on Facebook! 

http://www.facebook.com/qeelonqfnc 


The photo on the front cover, by Bernie Lingham, is of a 
Pink Robin, observed at Hopetoun Falls, Otway National 
Park, November 2014. It was one of a pair nesting in a 
large tree fern. 

The photo on the back cover, by Chrissy Freestone, is of 
two adult Caspian Terns and a chick, taken on Mud 
Island, November 2014. 
















Australian Naturalists’ Network 
Hobart, October 2014 


F ive members of the GFNC attended the Tasmanian 
meeting of the Australian Naturalists Network (ANN) 
—Jan Venters, Joan and Tibor Korn, Diana Primrose and 
myself. Our accommodation was at the scout camp The 
Lea' a few kilometres from Hobart city. There were cabins 
and bunk houses, and some stayed in their own caravans 
or tents on site. All meals were catered and there was no 
shortage of food for the 86 attendees. 

Two large buses with friendly, knowledgeable drivers were 
used to transport us around each day. Trips included 
Tasmanian bushlands, Mt Field, the Styx Valley, Bruny 
Island, the Tasmanian peninsula, the Tessellated 
Pavement, Tasman Arch, Hartz Mountains, and Bonorong 
Wildlife Park, where we heard about the Tasmanian Devil 
breeding program. We went to Blackmans Bay, Marion 
Bay, and the summit of Mt Wellington. 

Cameras and binoculars were in abundance, and I think 
nearly every flower within cooee was photographed. We 
saw some of the tallest trees in the world (Mountain Ash 
Eucalpytus regnans), Tasmanian Blue Gums Eucalyptus 
globulus , Tasmanian Sassafras Atherosperma moschatum 
and beautiful Myrtle Beech Nothofagus cunninghamii. 

Then there were lichens and fungi specimens, large and 
tiny. And slime moulds! What do most of us know about 
slime moulds? We were inspired to purchase a book about 
them after an interesting talk by Sarah Lloyd. 

We hunted (to no avail) forThismias (Thismia rodwayi). 
However some specimens were brought in for us to see 
and photograph after another very interesting talk. 

We heard about bats, jellyfish and Tasmanian snails. We 
were told that most of the southern part of the island of 
Tasmania consists of dolerite, which has weathered away 


Bev Wheeler 

to form beautiful columns and spectacular outcrops and 
boulders on the mountain tops. 

In the Hartz Mountains, the English-like scenery was a 
delight to see. We proceeded through tall timbered country 
and fern valleys to the top, where walks in the alpine area 
were certainly memorable. 

We had an unexpectedly longer stay than planned in the 
Styx Valley, which is famous for its tall trees and beautiful 
tree ferns. Our bus had a flat front tyre and the driver had 
a terrible time getting the spare out to be able to change 
the thing. In a group of fields naturalists, however, no one 
seemed too perturbed, and after lunch all dived back into 
the bush looking for more interesting things to see. We 
found some beautiful specimens of orange fungi on a 
Myrtle Beech here. We saw Tasmanian Green Rosellas 
and a Pink Robin, although the Forty-spotted Pardalote 
eluded us. 

The only rainy day we had was the day we went up to Mt 
Wellington, where the misty atmosphere only added to the 
beauty around us. There were many other wonderful 
things seen during our visit. 

A vote of thanks and appreciation was given to Dick 
Southcombe, our life member, who was the original 
instigator of a national naturalists' get together every two 
years. 

Thanks to the Tasmanian field naturalists for an 
exceptional ten days of planning, organising, catering and 
transporting us around in the Hobart environs. 

The next ANN get together will be in Western Australia in 
2016, so start planning! 
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Gum Flat, Anglesea Heath, fauna survey 
6-9 November 2014 

All trapping undertaken in accordance with our DEPI permit 10006519 and WSIAEC permit 27.12 
GPS at the Marshy Creek crossing on Gum Flats Road 55250791E, 5751980N, alt. 57 m. 


Trevor Pescott 


Location 

Gum Flat is a broad depression in Marshy Creek about 1.5 km 
west of Forest Road in the Anglesea Fleath section of the Great 
Otway National Park. Access is from Gum Flats Road that runs 
from Forest Road to Breakfast Creek Road at Wensleydale. The 
area has become very popular with trail-bike riders who use the 
several rough tracks particularly at the weekends. 

Weather 

Fine and hot, with temperatures reaching around 30°C, the upper 
limit we nominated on our trapping permit. On Friday night the 
temperature dropped to about 20°C; there was a cool change, 
with a light shower of rain on Saturday night, and Sunday was 
fine and mild. 

Elliott traps 

The site chosen to undertake trapping was a densely-vegetated, 
ephemeral watercourse that crosses Allardyce Track about 
750 m from Gum Flats Road. The main canopy was Manna Gum 
and Brown Stringybark, and the mid-storey included Manuka, 
Scented Paperbark, Black Wattle, Silver Banksia and Furze 
Hakea. There was a dense ground-cover of Red-fruited Saw- 
sedge and Scrambling Coral-fern. 

Twenty small Elliotts were set in two lines each with 10 traps 
numbered consecutively. 

El-10 were downstream from the track, and El 1-20 were 
upstream. 

Results 

07/11/14 El 2 Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes, female wt. 147 g 
08/11/14 El 7 Bush Rat, female wt. 112 g 
09/11/14 El Bush Rat, not sexed wt. 120 g 
El 9 Bush Rat, male wt.146 g 

Since the trap where an animal was caught was not reset, we 
had 58 trap/nights and a success rate of about 7 percent. 

Harp traps 

Two harps were set for two nights. The first night was mild-cool 
however the second night (Friday) was very warm with a 
temperature in the vicinity of 20°C. 



Dismantling the harp trap, Gum Flat Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


Site 1: in the damp gully of an ephemeral watercourse off Cecil 
Track (the harp was kept in place for two nights). 

Site 2: as above, about 100 m downstream from site 1 (first 
night). 

Site 3: beside Gum Flats Road, in a damp gully in Marshy Creek 
upstream from the road (second night). 

Results 

All 25 bats were caught in the trap at site 1 on the second night. 

Gould’s Wattled Bat Chalinolobus gouldii, 1 M/1 F 
Lesser Long-eared Bat Nyctophilus geoffroyi, 1M/-F 
Large Forest Bat Vespadelus darlingtoni, -M/1 OF 
Southern Forest Bat V. regulus, 1M/-F 
Little Forest Bat V. vulturnus, 8M/3F 

Funnels, pitfalls 

The site chosen was 1 km south of Gum Flats Road on Alladyce 
Track. The habitat was open heathy woodland, with scattered, 
mature Messmates forming an open canopy. There was sparse 
mid-storey and ground-cover vegetation. The three pitfall buckets 
were set in deep yellow sand on which there was a surface layer 
of fine grey gravel. 

We set one 15 m long drift fence along which were two pitfalls 
and five funnels, and one 10 m-long drift fence with one pitfall 
and three funnels. 



Collared Sparrowhawk, Gum Flat Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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Results 

In total, four Garden Skinks Lampropholis guichenoti were 
caught and measured. The snout-vent lengths were 43, 40, 40 
and 38 mm respectively while the corresponding total lengths 
were 90, 84, 85 and 100 mm. 


The bushland seems very dry, no doubt the result of lower than 
average rainfall this year. 

The Satin Flycatchers’ nest was still being built on a dry, 
horizontal branch about 10 m above the damp creek-bed near 
Cecil Track. 


Cameras 

Two cameras were set out on 06/11/14 and collected after three 
nights. One was focused on a bait-cage at ground level, the 
second on a bait-cage attached to the trunk of a large Messmate 
in which there were several hollows. 

Results 

Both cameras reacted to movement of background foliage, and 
many photographs were taken in what could be called mis-fires. 
No fauna was photographed. 

Comments 

The overall results were rather disappointing although finding 
Bush Rats was something of a highlight— our trapping success- 
rate has been very low in the Anglesea area in the recent past. 

Our quest for the grey-coloured Little Whip Snake found there a 
few years ago by Ade Foster was unsuccessful; however it is 
intended to extend the search using a small grid of 10 tiles which 
we can check as the opportunity arises over the next year. 


Birds 


Collared Sparrowhawk 
Galah 

Crimson Rosella 
Blue-winged Parrot 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Southern Boobook 
Sacred Kingfisher 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Striated Thornbill 
Brown Thornbill 
Spotted Pardalote 


Striated Pardalote 
Eastern Spinebill 
White-eared Honeyeater 
White-naped honeyeater 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Rufous Whistler 
Grey Shrike-thrush 
Australian Magpie 
Pied Currawong 
Grey Fantail 
Raven sp 

Satin Flycatcher (nest) 
Scarlet Robin 
Eastern Yellow Robin 


Mammals 

Herps 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

Black Wallaby 

Gould’s Wattled Bat 

Lesser Long-eared Bat 

Large Forest Bat 

Southern Forest Bat 

Little Forest Bat 

Bush Rat 

?Red Fox (footprints in sand) 
?Fallow Deer (footprints in sand) 
European Rabbit (diggings, scats) 

Tree Dragon (Jacky Lizard) 
Garden Skink L. guichenoti 


Next Fauna Survey 
Brisbane Ranges 
11-14 December 2104 

Our surveys in summer will focus on reptiles and bats, to avoid the 
hot weather when Elliott traps can be a hazard for small mammals. 

Because of the uncertainty of where we will set the harp 
traps—this will depend on where there is water and hence 
insects—the meeting place will be outside the Anakie store. 

Thursday 11 December: 1.00 p.m. outside the Anakie store. 

Friday 12 to Sunday 14 December: 8.00 a.m. outside the 
Anakie store. 


Map reference 

See Spacial Vision’s Vicmap Book, Central Section, map 6864 for 
details of the location. 

Thanks 

Again we acknowledge the support of Parks Victoria for allowing 
us the opportunity to search for fauna in the area. 

Thanks, too, to Grace, Guy, Graham, Margaret, Patrick, Kay, 
Alison, Chrissy and Tracey who assisted in setting, checking and 
picking up the traps, and measuring the bats. 



Bush Rat (in a hurry to get away), Gum Flat 
Photo: Chrissy Freestone 



Scrambling Coral-fern, Gum Flat Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Unidentified invertebrate found 
in a pitfall bucket, Gum Flat 
Photo: Tracey Hinton 
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GFNC excursion 

Steiglitz Historic Area and Brisbane Ranges NP 

16 November 2014 

Leaders: Dean & Marilyn Hewish and Grace Lewis 

Bernie Lingham 


A fter a night of steady and at times heavy rain, it was hard to 
judge whether the morning’s windy and overcast conditions 
would persist and diminish our chances of fully exploring the 
Steiglitz Historic Area and Brisbane Ranges NP. 

Undaunted, ten Club members met at the Steiglitz Courthouse 
carpark at 9.30 a.m. We were well rewarded for the effort by 
hearing the welcoming call of an Olive-backed Oriole as we 
exited our vehicles. This was a great start to a day that continued 
to delight. The persistent rain had really sparked life into the bush 
and it felt as though each part of the bush we visited that day 
gladly saluted us, revealing a variety of special birds, animals and 
plants. We spotted 59 bird species in total. 

The often dry Steiglitz Historic Area was fresh and alive with 
birds. In a short walk from the courthouse car park to 
Sutherland’s Creek and back we saw many. Highlights included a 
Mistletoebird, Shining Bronze and Pallid Cuckoos, Sacred 
Kingfisher, and Spotted and Striated Pardalotes. In addition to 
the birds, and as we walked along the track, Grace spotted a 
mating pair of Twisted Moths, finely balanced on a slender twig. 
We were intrigued by the moths and their excellent camouflage. 

A puddle or two did not deter Chrissy Freestone from getting an 

excellent close-up of this 
interesting and unusual 
sight. 

Speaking of moths, how 
many field naturalists 
does it take to 
photograph a Granny 
Moth? Well, if the moth 
is on the back of the 
ladies’ toilet door at the 
Bert Boardman 
Recreation Area, it takes 
four—and they don’t all 
need to be ladies either! Morning tea at this Steiglitz Reserve not 
only provided a great spot for a cuppa, but also a chance to 
observe more birds, including Eastern Spinebills and a Scarlet 
Robin. 

On to Durdidwarrah South Reservoir before lunch. There was 
much excitement when a White-bellied Sea-Eagle was spotted in 
the distance. Other interesting birds noted through telescopes 
included Blue-billed Ducks, large rafts of Eurasian Coots, at least 
six Great Crested Grebes and a large number of Hoary-headed 
Grebes. 

The plant enthusiasts, with eyes down, began slowly working 
their way back along the sides of the road. We were excited by 
the special sighting of several Tiger Orchids Diuris sulphurea. 
Even though they were a little past their prime, they were lovely 
to see. Chocolate Lilies Anthropodium strictum, Black-anther 
Flax-lily Dianella admixta and probable Yellow Rush-lilies 
Tricoryne elatior were also recorded. Eastern Common Froglets 
and Striped Marsh Frogs were heard at this location. 

After lunch at the Stony Creek Picnic Ground in the Brisbane 



Twisted Moths (Circopetes obtusata) mating, Steiglitz (ID Marilyn Hewish) 

Photo: Chrissy Freestone 

Ranges NP, binoculars and cameras were again the choice of 
equipment for a walk down the track towards Anakie Gorge. We 
were soon on the trail of two Satin Flycatchers and then 
entertained by the antics of at least two Varied Sittellas, foraging 
high up in Yellow Gums and a dead tree. One was noted carrying 
food. Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters were also out and about, as 
were three Wedge-tailed Eagles flying high overhead. 


However, you can’t visit the Brisbane Ranges and not hope to 
see a Spotted Quail-thrush. Our final activity for the day was a 



Tiger Orchid, Diuris sulphurea, Durdidwarrah Reservoir. 

Photo: Bernie Lingham 


short walk down Nelson Track to try to find this elusive bird. We 
weren’t disappointed! After the first 30 minutes had proved 
fruitless, Grace noted likely habitat and stopped to look. Sure 
enough, one bird was clearly visible in an open area. It quickly 
moved back into denser vegetation but not before most of the 
group got a quick look. It was also noted that it was carrying food. 

Overall a great day for birds, plants and animals, enjoyed in great 
company. 



Puddle? What puddle? 
Photo: Barry Lingham 


4 Geelong Naturalist December 2014 





















Bird list, Brisbane Ranges. 59 species 

Marilyn Hewish, Grace Lewis, Barry Lingham and other participants 


Location key: 

BallanRd, Ballan Rd between Durdidwarrah and Switch Rds; BBR, Bert Boardman Reserve, Steiglitz; Durd, Durdidwarrah South 
Reservoir and Durdidwarrah Rd; Nelson, Nelson Tk. SC, Stony Creek PG and Anakie Gorge Track; St, Steiglitz courthouse; 

Black Swan (Durd) 

Australian Wood Duck (St) 

Grey Teal (Durd) 

Pacific Black Duck (Durd) 

Blue-billed Duck (Durd) 
Hoary-headed Grebe (Durd) 

Great Crested Grebe (Durd) 

Common Bronzewing (Durd) 

Little Pied Cormorant (Durd) 
Australian Pelican (5 over SC) 
Eastern Great Egret (Durd) 
White-faced Heron (Durd) 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle (Durd) 
Wedge-tailed Eagle (SC) 

Eurasian Coot (Durd) 

Galah (St) 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo (St SC) 
Musk Lorikeet (SC) 

Crimson Rosella (St SC) 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo (St) 

Pallid Cuckoo (St BBR) 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo (SC) 

Laughing Kookaburra (St SC) 

Sacred Kingfisher (St) 

White-throated Treecreeper (St SC) 

Superb Fairy-wren (St Durd SC) 

Striated Thornbill (St SC) 

Buff-rumped Thornbill (St) 

Brown Thornbill (St) 

Spotted Pardalote (St SC) 

Striated Pardalote (St SC) 

Eastern Spinebill (BBR) 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater (St Durd SC) 
White-eared Honeyeater (Durd) 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater (Durd SC) 

Red Wattlebird (St) 

New Holland Honeyeater (St SC) 
Brown-headed Honeyeater (SC) 

White-naped Honeyeater (St SC) 

Spotted Quail-thrush (Nelson*) 

Varied Sittella (SC*) 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike (SC) 

Rufous Whistler (St Durd SC) 

Grey Shrike-thrush (St BBR Durd SC) 

Olive-backed Oriole (St) 

Dusky Woodswallow (Durd) 

Australian Magpie (St) 

Grey Currawong (Durd) 

Grey Fantail (St Durd SC) 

Australian Raven (SC) 

Little Raven (BallanRd) 

Satin Flycatcher (SC) 

Scarlet Robin (BBR) 

Eastern Yellow Robin (SC) 

Welcome Swallow (Durd) 

Common Blackbird (St) 

Mistletoebird (St) 

Red-browed Finch (St) 

European Goldfinch (St) 

*Spotted Quail-thrush carrying food 
*Varied Sittella carrying food 



Taxeotis intextata, Grey Taxeotis, Steiglitz. Photo: Dean Hewish 



Dasypodia selenophora, Granny or Old Lady Moth, (on toilet wall) 
Steiglitz. Photo: Dean Hewish 




Epicyme rubropunctaria, Red-spotted Delicate, Steiglitz. 
Photo: Dean Hewish 


Epyaxa subidaria, Subidaria Moth (on toilet wall), Steiglitz 
Photo: Dean Hewish 
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Fauna Report 


Trevor Pescott 


M y copy of Harold G. Cogger’s seventh, and latest, edition 
of Reptiles and Amphibians of Australia has arrived and 
I’m now contemplating the changes to common names he has 
made. Many are going to be difficult to accept, for while they 
describe the animal quite well, they are just too long. Can we 
really call the Garden Skink by its ‘new’ name Pale-flecked 
Garden Sunskink? This separates it from the Delicate Skink 
which is now the Dark-flecked Garden Sunskink. 

Of greater concern are the distribution maps which show the 
Geelong region within the range of some species such as 
Delma inornata, or Patternless Delma, whose preferred 


habitat would more likely be north of the Dividing Range. 

Another question is raised about the distribution of the 
Mountain Dragon, Rankinia diemensis, which Cogger states is 
found in coastal New South Wales and Tasmania but not in 
Victoria. Yet this is the species we know as the Anglesea 
Dragon and occurs locally. 

Perhaps these are minor criticisms, yet they are likely to cause 
some confusion when trying to identify sightings as distinct 
from specimens collected. 


Mammals 


Short-beaked Echidna 

1 

22/09/14 

Slate Quarry Rd, near Whinray Rd, Meredith. Wandering around actively but 
hid when it saw the car. 

KCo 


2 

17/10/14 

Eclipse Rd, Brisbane Ranges. Two crossed the road about 200 m apart 

WCo 

Koala 

1 

05/10/14 

Whinray Rd, Meredith. Heard grunting at night. 

WCo 


1 

13/11/14 

Brisbane Ranges. Lying on Durdidwarrah Rd. As the car approached it stood up 
but lay down when 1 stopped. It stood up when 1 walked over to it, and when 1 
returned to the car and started the motor it loped off into the bush. It was thin 
but otherwise seemed well. 

TP 

Common Brushtail Possum 

1 

08/11/14 

Gundry’s Rd, Anglesea Heath. Walking down the middle of the road at 8.00 
a.m. It appeared to be heading towards one of the houses at the south end of 
the road. 

GL, TP 


1 

13/11/14 

Whinray Rd, Meredith. At night, jumped from the roof of a shed into a gum tree. 

WC, KCo 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

3 

13/11/14 

Hopping through a wheat crop on Wooloomanata Station, Lara. 

TP 


5+ 

15/1//14 

Crossed Thompson Tk near Yaugher, Great Otway National Park. 

TP 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby 


15/11/14 

Many on Thompson Tk and Kaanglang Rd in the Otway Ranges. 

TP 

Red Fox 

1 

22/11/14 

Barwon Downs. A juvenile roadkilled just north of the township. 

TP 

Fallow Deer 

1 

31/10/14 

Observed at Baensch’s Lane, Reedy Lake. 

GD 



08/11/14 

Footprints of deer noted at Allardyce Tk, Gum Flat. 

GFNC 


Reptiles & Amphibians (Herps) 


Pobblebonk Frog 


30/10/14 

Many, in wetland beside Durdidwarrah-Steiglitz Rd opposite the reservoir. 

TFI, GMc 


10+ 

09/11/14 

Eynesbury, in artificial lakes. 

GD 

Striped Marsh Frog 


30/10/14 

In farm dam, Hospital Swamp Rd, Connewarre. 

GD 



31/10/14 

Baensch’s Lane, Reedy Lake. 

GD 

Common Frog let 


30/10/14 

Hospital Swamp Rd, Connewarre. 

GD 



30/10/14 

Many, in wetland beside Durdidwarrah-Steiglitz Road opposite the reservoir. 

TFI, GMc 



31/10/14 

Baensch’s Lane, Reedy Lake. 

GD 

Growling Grass Frog 

2 

31/10/14 

Baensch’s Lane, Reedy Lake. 

GD 


3 

04/11/14 

Moolap Station Rd, Reedy Lake. 

GD 

Southern Brown Tree 


30/10/14 

Hospital Swamp Rd, Connewarre. 

GD 

Frog 


31/10/14 

Baensch’s Lane, Reedy Lake. 

GD 

(*ln all cases, the frogs 
were heard calling and 
identified by their calls.) 





Eastern Three-lined 

1 

30/10/14 

Hospital Swamp Rd, Connewarre. Under rocks in dry grassland. 

GD 

Skink 

1 

09/11/14 

Gundry’s Rd, Anglesea Heath. Moving along a road-cutting, in heathland. 

TP 

Coventry’s Skink 

1 

24/10/14 

Yaugher. Found dead under a sheet of plastic. 

TP 

Striped Skink 

4 

30/10/14 

Hospital Swamp Rd, Connewarre. Under rocks in dry grassland. 

GD 


3 

09/11/14 

Eynesbury. Rocky gully in dry Grey Box woodland, 

GD 
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Reptiles & Amphibians (Herps) (cont’d) 


Garden Skink 

1 

26/10/14 

Yaugher. Observed in woodland. 

TP 


4+ 

20/11/14 

Brisbane Ranges. Beside the Durdidwarrah-Steiglitz Rd, near the reservoir. 

TFI, TP, 
GMc 

Blotched Bluetongue Lizard 

2 

06/11/14 

Brisbane Ranges. Near the Durdidwarrah Reservoir. 

TFI, GMc 


1 

13/11/14 

Brisbane Ranges. Basking on the Durdidwarrah-Steiglitz Rd,. 

TP 


1 

14/11/14 

Meredith. Eclipse Creek, Whinray Road. It was on a gravel driveway near trees and 
ground-cover plants. It bit Kristen’s boot when she tried to move it so she threw a 
shirt over it and carried it to safety. 

KCo, 

WCo 


1 

19/11/14 

Anglesea Rd in Freshwater Creek township. Roadkilled. 

TP 

Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 

1 

19/11/14 

Meredith Primary School. In the school grounds where there are wooden deck, 
gardens, mulch and concrete paths. Observed by students Emily Speirs, Kenneth 
Medlyn and Principal Christian Brown. 

WCo 

Jacky Lizard (Tree Dragon) 

1 

02/11/14 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 

GD 


1 

05/11/14 

Barwon Heads Primary School. 

GD 


2 

06/11/14 

Brisbane Ranges. One was on a post and rail fence at the northern arm of the 
reservoir, the other on the bitumen road between Meredith and Steiglitz. 

TFL, 

GMc 


1 

06/11/14 

Gum Flat, Allardyce Tk at Gum Flats Road. 

GL 


3 

09/11/14 

Around artificial lakes at Eynesbury. 

GD 

Lowland Copperhead Snake 

1 

04/11/14 

Baensch’s Lane, Hospital Swamp. 

GD 


Observers: GFNC, Geelong Field Naturalists Club; GD, Guy Dutson; GL, Grace Lewis; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; KCo, Kristen 
Cook; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott; WC, Wendy Cook; WCo, Wendy Colin. 


What’s up 

Dean Hewish 


T his month, the European Space Agency made a 
remarkable achievement, which was well covered in 
the media. However, I thought it was worthwhile giving 
more of the story than was released in the brief news 
announcements. 

The event was the first ever landing of a space probe on 
the body of a comet. The process was extremely complex 
and did not go entirely as planned, but useful data has 
been received and hopefully more will be gathered in the 
future. 

The story began on 12 January 2003, when the spacecraft 
Rosetta, carrying the comet lander Philae, was launched. 
The launch had been delayed for a year by the failure of a 
European Space Agency rocket. All launches were 
subsequently cancelled pending an investigation into what 
went wrong. 

The delay changed the planning of the mission and the 
Agency decided to use the comet 67P/Churyumov- 
Gerasimenko as a revised target. To rendezvous with the 
comet, the spacecraft needed to follow a convoluted 
course that involved an almost dangerously close flyby of 
Mars in 2007 and encounters with two asteroids in 2008 
and 2010 respectively. In addition, it had three close 
encounters with the Earth. During one of these it was 
misidentified as an asteroid and briefly given an asteroid 
identification number. These events all produced useful 
data. For much of the long journey, the probe was put into 
hibernation mode. 


In August this year, Rosetta encountered the comet and 
was gradually coaxed into orbit. The comet turned out to 
be a very strange object indeed, with many different kinds 
of terrain and a deep chasm almost dividing it into two 
pieces. This was the first time a man-made object had 
been placed into orbit around a comet. 

After much discussion, a landing site for the Philae lander 
was chosen and on 12 November, the lander separated 
from the main body of the spacecraft and began its 7-hour 
descent to the comet. Because the comet has only a weak 
gravitational field, the plan was for the probe to secure 
itself by firing two anchors into the comet surface. That 
was when things began going wrong. Apparently the 
landing site was softer than expected and the anchors did 
not fire. The probe then bounced at least twice before 
coming to rest. Unfortunately, its final landing place seems 
to be at the base of a cliff. The lander is shaded much of 
the time and is unable to recharge its batteries except for 
brief periods when the rotation of the comet allows the sun 
to reach into the landing site. 

However, some interesting pictures and data were 
received before the lander went quiet. Other data have 
since been received. The mission team was able to rotate 
the lander in the hope that it will catch more sunlight. 

Whatever happens in the future, the whole mission has 
been a remarkable effort. The Rosetta orbiter and the 
Philae lander will accompany the comet on its journey 
around the sun, giving us a close-up view of a comet 
becoming active as it heats up and expels gas and dust. 
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Photographing Birds 
Bird Group meeting, 20 November 2014 


Geoff Gates 


B ird photography is a challenging pursuit. The subjects are 
rightly wary of humans and other variables come into play. 
The cost of camera equipment is prohibitive and many of us 
have little more than the basic bird photography kit. Even so 
barriers to capturing good images can be overcome. 

Most birders—come bird photographers—take the approach of 
walking around looking for birds with little thought beyond there’s 
a bird and take an image. Unfortunately this method has an 
extremely low success rate. 

To successfully capture a pleasing bird image you need to: 

• Be cognisant of what elements make an image pleasing 
to a viewer; 

• Be aware of the environmental factors that affect your 
chances. 

By recognising the above and attempting to take photos when 
they are in unison you put the odds in your favour and thus 
greatly increase your chances of success. 

So what makes a pleasing bird image? To me the following will 
always strengthen a bird photograph: 

• A dominant subject (obviously the bird) that holds the 
viewer’s attention 

• Eye contact—this creates a connection and intimacy 

• An eye level view—images of birds high in the canopy 
seldom work 

• A clean natural setting with an attractive perch 

• An uncluttered background or lovely colour blur 

background. 

And what environmental factors affect your chances? The main 
ones are: 

• The direction of light. Optimally you want the sunlight 

from directly behind you though a few degrees off will not 
matter. The subject will be evenly lit and the detail in the 
bird’s feathers will be shown. Shutter speed will be at its 
fastest—very helpful with the never-sit-still species; 

• Strength and quality of light—golden warm light and soft 
hazy light are best; 

• Wind direction—preferably in unison with the direction of 

light as birds prefer to perch / face into the wind; 

• Wind strength—flying into a headwind slows the bird’s 

progress which is helpful to acquire focus in flight images. 

Planned Images 

My preferred approach is a planned image. This is where I have 
studied an individual bird and located their favourite perch or 
determined a particular habit that I can use to get an image. I 
then make a plan and return later when conditions are right to 
capture the image. 

On the previous day I watched the Little Wattlebird constantly 
calling from the Banksia flower. Armed with that knowledge I 
was able to return the following day with the sunlight and wind in 
unison to capture the image. 

Sometimes you need to plan very quickly. I knew that an 
approaching dog would spook the Hooded Plover into flight and 
positioned myself to take advantage of its escape route. 



Setups 

Professional and serious amateur bird photographers all use 
Setups. A Setup is where a perch is introduced and playback or 
food and water is used to attract the bird to the setup perch. The 
backyard birdbath is a great place to practice using Setups. The 
Spiny-cheeked Honey eater is an example of a simple setup 
where the branch has been positioned to remove the white sky & 
sprinkler head from the image. 
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Flight shots 

Flight shots are a hit and miss affair where usually only a few 
consecutive frames can be captured. They are best attempted 
with the wind blowing from directly behind you. I either pre-focus 
on a spot where I think the bird will fill the frame or follow the bird 
in flight constantly reacquiring focus until I am ready to take a 
series of shots. Practice is the key to becoming good at flight 
images and Silver Gulls are excellent as practice subjects. 


All photos: Geoff Gates 



Treecreeper nest box success 


L ast year, the White-throated Treecreepers at Yaugher 
seemed to be looking for nest sites without success, so in 
August I set up a nest box designed to suit treecreepers. To my 
delight they took to the box and settled themselves in. 

I made the box with a hinged lid so I could check it and if 
necessary keep it clean. I couldn't resist having a look inside 
when the birds were away. 

There were two eggs, white with just a few specks of dark brown. 
The nest lining is moss and the soft fibre from tree fern fronds, 
with just a little stringy bark. 


White-throated Treecreeper at nest box, Yaugher. Oct 2014 

Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Trevor Pescott 

Later I observed the male taking food into the box, perhaps to 
feed the female. After that I left them alone. 

On 22/11/14 I checked the nest box and saw there was a bird 
inside looking out so apparently they were still using it and I 
didn’t explore further. I haven't seen any fledglings but if they left 
the box the parents may have secreted them away from the 
immediate area. 

I rarely hear them now, although before the next box was first 
used, the piping call was a regular sound. I wonder if they go 
quiet when nesting? 


White-throated Treecreeper nest and eggs, Yaugher. Oct 2104 

Photo: Trevor Pescott 



Holiday Rock Pool Rambles at Point Addis with ParksVic 

ParksVic will be leading Rock pool Rambles at Point Addis during January 

These will be advertised online nearer the events and interested people will be able to book (limit 25 

people). Bookings will be available at: 

http://www.depi.vic.gov.au/forestry-and-land-use/coasts/coastcare/summer-by-the-sea. 

The dates for the rambles are: 

Monday 12 January from 10.00-11.30 a.m. 

Thursday 15 January from 12.00-1.30 p.m. 

Friday 16 January from 12.30-2.00 p.m. 

Monday 19 January from 3.00-4.30 p.m. 
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Dusky Woodswallow, near Anglesea. One of a 
pair preparing to build a nest. October 2014. 
Photo: David Tytherleigh 


Twitching the Dowitcher 


O n 11 November 2014, we were leaving to go to Swan Hill to 
mind grandchildren when the report came through of a 
Long-billed Dowitcher in full breeding plumage on Lake 
Tutchewop. This was a first ever record for Australia and just 
twenty minutes away from Swan Hill! Photos showed it was 
definitely a Dowitcher, though there was much discussion of the 
differences between long-billed and short-billed. The bird was 
seen on the Monday and Tuesday so we headed out to the lake 
on the Wednesday. There were birders from NSW and ACT as 
well as from various places in Victoria. No sightings. We went out 
again on the Thursday but didn't see it. Lake Tutchewop is 
shallow but quite large and parts of the shoreline are inaccessible 
by vehicle. One keen birder walked all the way around, taking 



Long-billed Dowitcher, Lake Tutchewop. 


Susan Kruss 

more than four hours, but no Dowitcher was seen. There are a lot 
of other lakes in the area so if it was gone it might have been 
anywhere. We did see a lot of Banded Stilts, Red-necked Avocets 
and Sharp-tailed Sandpipers. Finally, on Friday afternoon of the 
14th we heard that the Dowitcher had been sighted again. We 
headed out once again, meeting a birding friend from 
Warrnambool. And there it was! It was hanging about with a 
group of sharpies, possibly the ones it arrived with. Its arrival here 
is a mystery but a birder in Alaska tells me there have been some 
wild storms and birds have arrived there which are usually found 
in Hawaii. One can only hope it finds its way back north in the 
autumn. 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion—Bannockburn 
27 November 2014 
Leader: Kay Campbell 

Lynne Clarke 


A n overcast sky and cool southerly breeze had most of the 
fifteen who came on Thursday 27 November wishing we had 
been less optimistic about the weather, but the birds didn’t care. 
As soon as we drew up on the edge of the Bannockburn Bush, 
where a swathe of Sugar Gums had been recently felled, there 
were Brown-headed Honeyeaters to greet us, among others, and 
a Little Eagle drifting up from the south east being harassed by 
what looked like a Dusky Woodswallow. 

Kay Campbell organised us to car-pool for the short drive up 
Stephens Road where the gate into the Barwon Water property 
was open for us. We walked up to the area where the 
Bannockburn sewage is treated. This is where about twenty 
years ago there was a huge controversy between Barwon Water 
and many conservationists, particularly including the Geelong 
Field Naturalists Club, when a beautiful stand of ancient Yellow 
Gums, in the centre of a large area of virgin bush never touched 
by its previous farming owner, was felled. Two settling ponds 
have been constructed which now provide habitat for the many 
species of waterbirds on the accompanying list. Because the 
ponds are not very large we had good views of them, particularly 
of the Pink-eared Ducks, Blue-billed Ducks and Australasian 
Shovelers. Because of the growth of Bannockburn, our Barwon 
Water guide told us, two more settling ponds had been recently 
constructed, this time on some of the open grassland previously 
used for crops. We wondered why they had not been built there 
twenty years ago? 

As we strolled back past the woodland which still contains lovely 
Yellow Gums we were delighted to be watching a young Black¬ 
faced Cuckoo-shrike not long out of the nest and rather wobbly on 
its feet, begging for and being rewarded with delicious food by its 
parent. The bright orange gape was most distinctive against its 
soft grey plumage. 

Soon after we surprised a wallaby which had come down to the 
little steam. It tore off at top speed. We also saw a number of 


well-worn tracks which obviously numerous wallabies and 
kangaroos traverse. 

As we came out to the road a Spotted Pardalote burst out from a 
hole in the little bank, and proceeded to explore the eucalypt 
above it. 

We then took a track just near the end of the golf course, and 
found the forest alive with little birds, including Jacky Winters and 
a Restless Flycatcher. Craig drew our attention to the call of a 
White-winged Triller, and though we searched and Kay played the 
call on her app it proved elusive. It was only after we gave up and 
turned to go that a high movement in a tree ahead of us betrayed 
its presence. It floated, calling, from perch to perch across the 
forest. 

We returned to our vehicles and drove back around the Bush, 
down an unmade road (Old Base Road) to a gateway where we 
took our lunch to a shady spot beside a waterhole, where 
Pobblebonks were relentlessly calling. It was not only popular with 
them: as we ate many birds came down to drink, including Brown¬ 
headed Honeyeaters and a small flock of Red-browed Finches. 
Altogether there were seven honeyeater species in the vicinity. 

As we were doing our bird list an Australian Hobby sailed across 
the now clear blue sky above us. We thanked Kay for a great day 
out and departed. Ken and Merrilyn’s was the second last car to 
leave and as they headed south they saw a raptor flying up from a 
nearby tree. They checked and there was indeed a large nest 
from which it had come, where there were three well-grown 
young. Craig’s carload, the last to go, could not neglect this 
sighting, so stood around for some time waiting, for the adult to 
return to confirm its identification. The bird stayed out of sight; so 
one of our number returned later that afternoon and confirmed 
that it was a large female Brown Goshawk at the nest. 

A gorgeous, varied day was had by all, thanks to Kay’s careful 
planning and management, and the lovely birds of Bannockburn. 


Bird list 


Australian Shelduck 

1 

Eastern Rosella 

3 

Brown-headed Honeyeater 

2 

Red-browed Finch 

4 

Pink-eared Duck 

100 

Red-rumped Parrot 

4 

White-naped Honeyeater 

4 

House Sparrow 

2 

Australasian Shoveler 

2 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

1 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

3 

European Goldfinch 

1 

Grey Teal 

30 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

3 

White-winged Triller 

2 


Chestnut Teal 

30 

Laughing Kookaburra 

1 

Rufous Whistler 

8 


Pacific Black Duck 

4 

Sacred Kingfisher 

1 

Grey Shrike-Thrush 

4 


Hardhead 

50 

Superb Fairy-wren 

16 

Dusky Woodswallow 

2 


Blue-billed Duck 

6 

White-browed Scrubwren 

2 

Australian Magpie 

2 


Hoary-headed Grebe 

10 

Weebill 

2 

Grey Fantail 

6 


Common Bronzewing 

1 

Yellow Thornbill 

4 

Willie Wagtail 

4 


White-necked Heron 

1 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

8 

Little Raven 

2 


Whistling Kite 

1 

Brown Thornbill 

2 

Restless Flycatcher 

2 


Brown Goshawk 

4 

Spotted Pardalote 

5 

Magpie-lark 

3 


Little Eagle 

1 

Striated Pardalote 

4 

White-winged Chough 

8 


Australian Hobby 

1 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

6 

Jacky Winter 

2 


Eurasian Coot 

30 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

8 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

1 


Masked Lapwing 

4 

Red Wattlebird 

6 

Welcome Swallow 

6 


Galah 

3 

New Holland Honeyeater 

2 

Common Blackbird 

4 


Long-billed Corella 

2 

Black-chinned Honeyeater 

1 

Mistletoebird 

1 


Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

4 
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Out and about: Of wombats and bunyips 


Valda Dedman 


I t has been great to have an easy internet link to The 
Wombat, and I thank Barry Lingham for alerting me to 
this. 

1900 was a poor year for the Geelong Field Naturalists 
Club. The Club had started with a debit balance and had 
shrunk to fewer than 40 members. It met twice monthly 
and the subscription was five shillings. Since July 1898 it 
had had no journal of its own; in February 1899 it had 
amalgamated with the Gordon College Science Club and 
become known as the Geelong Field Naturalist and 
Science Club. The various clubs and associations of the 
Gordon Technical College had a journal named The 
Wombat', which was occasionally published in association 
with the GFNC. Publication was suspended between July 
1899 and January 1902 owing to financial difficulties. With 
volume five it became much more of a field naturalists 
journal, with a small input from the Photographic Club. 
Then The Wombat ceased in December 1902. In March 
1904 the second series of The Geelong Naturalist began 
and the Club assumed its original name. It was back on 
track. 

Now I have been puzzling over why the journal was called 
The Wombat. The Common Wombat is extinct in the 
Geelong area. I needed to do some research. So I turned 
to The Geelong Naturalist and found an article by Gordon 
McCarthy and Trevor Pescott. Wombats were once 
common in the Western District and around Warrnambool, 
but never really in the Otways, although small numbers 
appear to have been present just to the north of Barwon 
Downs until the 1950s. Plowever, a 'small but robust 
colony lived in the Bellbrae area, and there is some 
evidence that they were found around Fyansford and east 
to the Barwon Heads Bluff.' They were found from Point 
Addis to Torquay and towards Freshwater Creek. The last 
record of wombats in that area was in the mid 1940s. 
Wombats were also common in the scoria cones of the 
Warrion Hills north of Colac when that area was first 
settled, but were extinct by 1888. 

Wombats have always been persecuted and by 1890 most 
of the local animals had disappeared. So, like the present- 
day GFNC logo, the Small Ant-blue Butterfly, an extinct 
species is not quite so inappropriate for a journal name! 

Wombats need to be able to dig their large burrows; the 
basalt plains and the sandstone Otways limited their 
range. The Common Wombat in south-western Victoria 
occupied either scoria outcrops or soft sedimentary rocks. 
Their stronghold in Victoria is the Great Dividing Range. 
Closest to Geelong they are found in the aptly named 
Wombat Ranges. Although not found in the Otways, they 
are found in Tasmania. 

Because of their nuisance value, they were declared 
vermin throughout Victoria in 1906, and a bounty was 
applied between 1925 and 1966, resulting in thousands of 
scalp bounty payments until the 1940s. In 1977 they were 
declared protected wildlife in western Victoria and in 


eastern Victoria in 1988. However they have since been 
declared unprotected in 193 parishes in eastern Victoria. 

In the early days of white settlement in Tasmania they 
were fair game: 'A young wombat, stuffed and roasted 
whole in the same manner as a sucking pig, makes a most 
delicious dish' (1846. Tasmanian Journal of Natural 
Science II, p. 117.) 

Common Wombats are among the world's largest 
burrowing animals; they use their strong claws for this 
purpose. They are grazers, eating mostly tussock grasses, 
rushes and sedges. Their incisors are well adapted to 
cutting through tough stems. All their teeth continue to 
grow throughout their lifetime. They have no canines. 

The local extinction of Common Wombats led me to 
another wombat extinction, that of giant wombats, the 
Diprotodons. Bones were found in clay at Bacchus Marsh 
in 1974, and a complete skeleton in sandstone at Sorrento 
in 2013. Since they co-existed with aboriginal populations, 
it has been suggested that these creatures the size of a 
rhinoceros gave rise to the myth of the Bunyip, even 
though they were probably browsers on shrubs and forbs 
and were not water dwellers. When shown bones of a 
Diprotodon, aborigines often declared they were those of 
the Bunyip. 

This is borne out in the Geelong Advertiser of 2 July 1845 
(also the first written use of the word bunyip): On the bone 
being shown to an intelligent black, he at once recognised 
it as belonging to the "Bunyip", which he declared he had 
seen. On being requested to make a drawing of it, he did 
so without hesitation. The bone and the picture were then 
shown separately to different blacks who had no 
opportunity of communicating with each other; and they 
one and all recognised the bone and picture as belonging 
to the "Bunyip", repeating the same without variation. One 
declared that he knew where the bones of one animal 
were to be found; another stated his mother was killed by 
one at the Barwon Lakes, within a few miles of Geelong, 
and that another was killed on the very spot where the 
punt crosses the Barwon. 

One man showed the marks of its claws on his breast, 
another declared that a Bunyip seized a mare on the 
banks of the Little River; that horse escaped with only a 
broken leg. They say that the only reason why no white 
man has ever seen it, is because it is amphibious, and 
does not come on land except on extremely hot days, 
when it basks on the bank; but on the slightest noise or 
whisper they roll gently over into the water, scarcely 
creating a ripple. 

The description followed: The Bunyip, then, is represented 
as uniting the characteristics of a bird and of an alligator. It 
has a head resembling an emu, with a long bill, at the 
extremity of which is a transverse projection on each side, 
with serrated edges like the bone of the stingray. Its body 
and legs partake of the nature of the alligator. The hind 
legs are remarkably thick and strong, and the fore legs are 
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much longer, but still of great strength. The extremities are 
furnished with long claws, but the blacks say its usual 
method of killing its prey is by hugging it to death. When in 
the water it swims like a frog, and when on shore it walks 
on its hind legs with its head erect, in which position it 
measures twelve or thirteen feet in height. Its breast is 
said to be covered with different coloured feathers, but the 
probability is that the blacks have not had a sufficient near 
view to ascertain whether its appearance might not arise 
from hair or scales. They describe it as laying eggs of 
double the size of the emu's egg, of a pale blue colour; 
these eggs are frequently met with, but as they are ‘no 
good for eating’, the black boys set them up for a mark 
and throw stones at them. 

This was no mythological creature then, but one that 
stirred the imagination. William Buckley, who lived with the 
Wathaurung for 32 years, told of it occurring in inland 
waters, in Lake Modewarre, as well as in most of the 
others inland, and in the deepwater rivers. I could never 
see any part, except the back, which appeared to be 
covered with feathers of a dusky grey colour. It seemed to 
be about the size of a full grown calf, and sometimes 
larger; the creatures only appear when the weather is very 
calm, and the water smooth. I could never learn from any 
of the natives that they had seen either the head or tail. 

Of another occasion he adds to the Bunyip folklore: We 
proceeded together to a lake called Jerringot—one of a 
chain of that name—which supplies the Barwon River. 
Here the Bunyip - the extraordinary animal I have already 
mentioned—were often seen by the natives, who had a 
great dread of them, believing them to have some 
supernatural power over human beings, so as to occasion 
death, sickness, disease, and such like misfortunes. They 
have also a superstitious notion, that the great abundance 
of eels in some of the lagoons where these animals resort, 
are ordered for the Bunyip’s provisions; and they therefore 
seldom remain long in such neighborhoods, after having 
seen the creature. 

Then he tells of a woman having been carried off by one 
(while her husband was away, carrying off eels) and never 
seen again. So great is the dread the natives have of 
these creatures, that on discovering one, they throw 
themselves flat on their faces, muttering some gibberish, 


or flee away from the borders of the lake or river, as if 
pursued by a wild beast. 

Buckley claimed to have tried to spear one, but only when 
he was alone. His life would have been at risk if the 
natives had seen him. 

Buckley liked to spin a good tale, but it is easy to see how 
the sightings of a large and unfamiliar creature could 
inspire the legend of a supernatural being, who fed on one 
of their coveted foods and carried off their women. 

Ex schoolmaster D'Arcy appeared deadly serious when he 
wrote in the Geelong Naturalist of January 1896 of a 
creature in Lake Corangamite like a big retriever dog with 
a round head and hardly any ears. He had also seen a 
similar animal in Lake Burrumbeet. These sound 
remarkably like seals, and it is marginally possible that a 
seal could have penetrated so far inland. Seals do come 
up rivers from time to time. As for the feathers, emus can 
swim, and sometimes sit in water, and there were once 
emus around Geelong. 

The Bunyip Pool at Buckley Falls Park used to be known 
as the Devil's Pool. The name was changed at the 
suggestion of the local Wathaurung people. Bunyips, real 
or imagined, played a role in local aboriginal mythology 
and the pool is a place to remember the original 
inhabitants of our region. 

Just be careful if you go to the Bunyip Pool or even to 
Jerringot, especially when the eels are running! 
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Forest Bat sp., Gum Flat. Nov 2014 Photo: Chrissy Freestone Crested Tern with chicks, Mud Island. Nov 2014 Photo: Chrissy Freestone 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Lake Corangamite/Lake Colac Important Bird Areas (IBAs) 

25 September 2014 

Leaders: Craig Morley, Euan Moore and Robert Missen 


Annabelle Naylor 




Ondit quarry 


Photos: Chrissy Freestone 


Taking in the birds and views at Ondit Quarry 


A group of birdos assembled at Waurn Ponds and picked out 
a Eurasian Tree Sparrow among other local species before 
heading towards Lake Colac, where they met up with the rest of 
the group making 19 pairs of eyes (not including glasses/ 
binoculars/scopes!). Euan had a quick chat to us before we 
moved onto the first survey point, at the east end of Meredith 
Park Road, where the highlights were three Great Crested 
Grebes, ten Yellow-billed Spoonbill and what may well have 
been a Brolga (not included in our list), way off in the distance on 
the far bank. 

We moved along Meredith Road where we surveyed and 
produced a healthy bird list, including five pelicans, before we 
moved on. 

At the Ondit Quarry (Private Property) we added 119 Hoary- 
headed Grebes, 62 Pink-eared Ducks, 17 Blue-billed Ducks, 8 
Musk Ducks, 397 Eurasian Coots, and some Tree Martins and 
Fairy Martins to our bird list. 

On the way to the lunch spot we saw a Gull-billed Tern on the 
south shore of Lake Beeac and then settled down to eat our 
food. A few of us were ‘discussing’ our different reasons for 

Bird List 


identifying the Gull-billed Tern—was it the beak or the wings that 
gave it away?! 

Afterwards we went to look at the Old Cundare South School on 
the property—it looked as though the sheep loved to camp in it 
overnight! It was relatively small and still had the wooden 
shingles on its roof. It was made of stone and had several 
windows and a fireplace. 

Next we visited Lake Rosine where we saw 4000+ Pink-eared 
Ducks, 175 Blue-billed Ducks, 143 Hoary-headed Grebes, 2100 
Eurasian Coots, 2 Banded Stilts, 2 Red-necked Avocets and, on 
the west shore, a solitary Marsh Sandpiper. Another highlight 
was an adult Spotted Harrier cruising past. 

A small group of us stopped at the Woady Yaloak River in 
Cressy on the way home and saw a nesting Purple Swamphen 
and a Brown Snake crossing the river, which was surprising 
considering the cool weather. 

Thank you to Craig, Euan and Robert for leading a terrific day. 
We recorded 83 species and over 9000 birds and it was lots of 
fun and we learnt a lot about this fascinating and important IBA. 


Cape Barren Goose 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 

Crested Pigeon 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

House Sparrow 

Freckled Duck 

Black-shouldered Kite 

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Eurasian 

Black Swan 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

Golden Whistler 

Tree Sparrow 

Australian Shelduck 

Swamp Harrier 

Nankeen Kestrel 

Willie Wagtail 

Red-browed 

Australian Wood Duck 

Spotted Harrier 

Brown Falcon 

Grey Fantail 

Finch 

Pacific Black Duck 

Brown Goshawk 

Galah 

Magpie-lark 


Australasian Shoveler 

Collared Sparrowhawk 

Long-billed Corella 

Restless Flycatcher 


Grey Teal 

Whistling Kite 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Little Raven 


Chestnut Teal 

Purple Swamphen 

Crimson Rosella 

Flame Robin 


Pink-eared Duck 

Dusky Moorhen 

Red-rumped Parrot 

Eurasian Skylark 


Blue-billed Duck 

Eurasian Coot 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

Welcome Swallow 


Musk Duck 

Black-winged Stilt 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Fairy Martin 


Hoary-headed Grebe 

Banded Stilt 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

Tree Martin 


Great Crested Grebe 

Red-necked Avocet 

Noisy Miner 

Australian Reed-Warbler 


Little Black Cormorant 

Masked Lapwing 

Red Wattlebird 

Little Grassbird 


Little Pied Cormorant 

Red-capped Plover 

White-fronted Chat 

Golden-headed Cisticola 


White-necked Heron 

Marsh Sandpiper 

New Holland Honeyeater 

Common Blackbird 


White-faced Heron 

Silver Gull 

Brown Thornbill 

Common Myna 

Common Starling 

European Goldfinch 


Australian White Ibis 

Gull-billed Tern 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 


Straw-necked Ibis 

Whiskered Tern 

Australian Magpie 
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Time on his hands 


Lynne Clarke 


M y magpies have been very busy lately. First they built a 
new rather loose nest in a large gum tree on the opposite 
side of the street. Except for territorial cries, particularly in the 
early morning, life was quieter for a while. Then there was 
extreme activity: feeding the nestlings, followed by the high 
anxiety task of keeping the two fledglings both safe and well fed. 
Their incessant ‘kair-kair-kair!’ until the parent provided their 
urgent requirements kept all the neighbours aware of their 
progress. Joyful chortles attended the developing young. 

It has been my joy to have them wandering about my garden with 
me. They take no notice of me, even if I appear suddenly. I am 
just part of their scene. 

But if I let my little black bantam hens out for a scratch, they 
would be liable to be suddenly dive-bombed. What threat could 
they possibly be to magpies? But I expect they also are in 
completion for juicy creatures lurking in the leaf litter. 

One young is almost self-sufficient now but some disaster may 
have overtaken the other. The parents still keep a protective eye 
out for the Pied Currawong who remains a threat to all. Two Red 
Wattlebirds and two New Holland Honeyeaters were sufficient to 


see him off the other day. But at last the parents have a little 
leisure time. 

Just now, the male was standing outside my window, quietly 
murmuring to himself with a beautifully developed sub-song. 
There was not another magpie about to whom he was talking. 
His beak was opened just a little, and I could see his throat 
moving up and down. He continued this for some time. Every 
now and then his attention would be momentarily distracted by a 
passing Red Wattlebird, or some other species, or he would see 
something interesting on the ground, but they scarcely disturbed 
the gentle song. He stood, seemingly enjoying the melody he 
was creating, or developing. Sometimes there would be more 
than one note together, real harmonies. 

He attended to an itch, and continued to sing. The itch became 
worse, so he gave up his song and moved a couple of metres to 
the favoured sunny sheltered spot where there is a patch of bare 
earth. He shook some dust over himself, then stretched his neck 
and wings, luxuriating in the warmth. 

Oh, the pleasure of having discharged one’s responsibilities! To 
have time to sing and to bathe at last. 


Of wasps and flowers 


O ne thing I’ve noticed over this spring is that there’s a huge 
variety of native wasp pollinators working away in the 
woodlands and heathlands down along the Great Ocean Road, 
particularly in the awesome wildflower heathlands around 
Anglesea. 

This is another Tiphiidae wasp, from the same family as the 
wasp from last week’s post about an orchid pollinator, but 
feeding on Heath (aka silky) tea-tree (Leptospermum 
mersinoides) instead. There were other wasps around as well— 
one particularly interesting (and fast!) species had black and 
yellow stripes and was about 4 cm long, but unfortunately moved 
too quickly for me to photograph it with the camera. 

If you zoom in on the picture on the left, you can see tiny pollen 
grains caught in the fine hairs on the thorax of this wasp. I’ve 
never seen it happen, but I imagine that as the wasp moves 


Grace Lewis 

around over the flowers and between plants, the pollen grains fall 
off and help to fertilise adjacent plants. 

The gut reaction for many people around wasps and bees seems 
to be one of revulsion—many people associate wasps and bees 
with being stung. And there are certainly vicious bees and 
wasps out there that will sting when provoked and occasionally 
cause allergic reactions. From my perspective, the only time I’ve 
ever been stung by a bee was when I accidentally trod on one— 
including the time I stood in the middle of a swarm of bees aged 
about 3 years old and seriously freaked out my grandfather! Most 
of the time I find photographing or studying insects is a lot like 
photographing people—if I’m respectful of personal space I can 
get in close and watch them without issue. 

[This article was reproduced with the kind permission of Grace Lewis 
from her blog ‘Critter Stalker’: https://critterstalker.wordpress.com/] 




Tiphiidae wasp, possibly subfamily Thynninae Photos: Grace Lewis 
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Bird observations 
October-November 2014 


John Newman and Craig Morley 


L ooking through the ever growing list of monthly bird 

observations for this October-November period it is clear that 
many birders are out making the most of excellent conditions in all 
corners of our region. The lighthouse at Pt Lonsdale remains 
productive for a few notable spring pelagic species and the rock 
platform below for the locally scarce Black-faced Cormorant. 
Darters are back at their usual breeding colony on the Barwon 
River where passers-by delight in their parental antics. 

Visiting Cattle Egrets records are still widespread and Hospital 
Swamp is producing excellent bird sightings as it does most 
years. Raptor records are plentiful with White-bellied Sea-Eagles 
continuing to be seen over Lake Connewarre and a Black Falcon 
was seen interacting with the Peregrines that have successfully 
bred at Pt Henry. Black Rocks and Barwon Estuary remain key 


sites for many observers to watch waders and it is interesting to 
see how the number of birds has grown over recent weeks to their 
stable summer population. Arctic Jaegers overhead at Pt Henry 
have delighted with their aerial skills while a Black-tailed Native 
Hen in the wetlands there was a surprise. 

A late swift parrot in Eastern Park was most noteworthy and 
birders have delighted in the Spring returns of suburban Eastern 
Koel. Satin Flycatchers and White-winged Trillers are back for 
summer breeding and a melodious White-throated Gerygone was 
an unexpected find at Inverleigh. Barry and Bernie Lingham’s 
excellent records of breeding Pink Robins and elusive Beautiful 
Firetails in the Otways remind us of the gems that await observers 
there. 


Bird Species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comment 

Obs code 

Freckled Duck 

1 

26/10/14 

Ocean Grove 

Blue Waters Lake. 

RWo 

Hardhead 

12 

04/11/14 

Pt Henry 

Alcoa wetlands. On freshwater lagoon. 

RGa 

Australasian Grebe 

1 

29/10/14 

Balyang Sanctuary 

On southern lake. 

RT, PT, LCI 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

2 

23/10/14 

Barwon River 

River estuary. 

CMo, RLw, 
LCI 


22 

04/11/14 

Pt Henry 

On outer Corio Bay. 

RGa 

Great Crested Grebe 

6 

04/11/14 

Pt Henry 

On outer Corio Bay. 

RGa 

Brush Bronzewing 

1 

22/10/14 

Anglesea Heath 

Gum Flat. Calling in heathy woodland. 

JN 

Tawny Frogmouth 

1 

24/09/14 

Waurn Ponds 

Library. 1 m from 1st floor windows, perched inside shell of Waurn 
Ponds Library. Stayed for ~1 wk. 

RWo 


1 

18/10/14 

You Yangs 

Information Centre. 

CMo, DTy 

White-necked Heron 

1 

25/10/14 

Anglesea 

Great Ocean Rd/Gundrys Rd cnr. At farm dam. 

CMo, DTy 

Australian Owlet-nightjar 

1 

22/10/14 

You Yangs 

Western Plantation. 

RWo 

Shy Albatross 

2 

23/10/14 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. 

CMo, RLw, 
LCI 

Northern Giant-Petrel 

2 

02/11/14 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. 

AHn 

Short-tailed Shearwater 

100 

0 

1 

02/11/14 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Offshore. 

AHn 


25/10/14 

Thirteenth Beach 

42W. Beachcast. 

CMo, DTy 

Australasian Darter 

12 

29/10/14 

Balyang Sanctuary 

Along river. ~7 nests. 

RT, PT, LCI 


1 

26/10/14 

Barwon River 

M in complete moult with only 2-3 outer primaries remaining in 
each wing. 

JDg 

Black-faced Cormorant 

1 

23/10/14 

Pt Lonsdale 

Lighthouse. Loafing on rock platform at low tide with 1 Pied 
Cormorant and 1 Great Cormorant. 

CMo, RLw, 
LCI 

Cattle Egret 

2 

04/11/14 

Batesford 

Geelong-Anakie Rd. 

CMo, DTy 


10 

02/11/14 

Clifton Springs 

Portarlington Rd. In paddock with cattle; 12.00 p.m. 

CMo, EM 


4 

26/10/14 

Connewarre 

Lake Rd. In roadside paddock feeding at feet of cattle. 2 birds in 
breeding plumage. Late in area. 

DTy 


15 

02/11/14 

Leopold 

Gateway Sanctuary. In adj paddock with cattle; 8.20 a.m. Only 5; 
4.00 p.m. 

CMo, EM 


1 

31/10/14 

Marshall 

Barwon Heads Rd. With cattle beside rd. 

RWo 

Glossy Ibis 

5 

30/10/14 

Hospital Swamp 

Baenschs La. Feeding in swamp. 

AHn 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 

8 

30/10/14 

Hospital Swamp 

Baenschs La. 

AHn 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

1 

22/10/14 

Lake Connewarre 

Tait Pt. Observed harassing large flock of Coots in centre of lake to 
N. Flew into eucalypt on W side overlooking lake. 15 min later it 
began harassing the coots again. The flock moved close to the 
shore below the lookout, but 1 bird (weak/injured?) remained. 
Swamp Harrier arrived and began harassing the Sea-Eagle in 
flight. Harrier moved on and Sea-Eagle swooped onto lake several 
times before taking the coot and flying S/SE along Leopold side of 
lake. 

PKw 
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Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Black Kite 

1 

19/11/14 

Pt Addis 

Spotted Harrier 

1 

09/11/14 

Lara 


1 

18/10/14 

You Yangs 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

2 

01/11/14 

Mt Duneed 

Australian Hobby 

1 

13/11/14 

Black Rock 


1 

18/10/14 

Reedy Lake 

Black Falcon 

1 

06/11/14 

Pt Henry 

Peregrine Falcon 

1 

11/11/14 

Pt Henry 

Brolga 

2 

30/10/14 

Hospital Swamp 


2 

18/10/14 

Reedy Lake 

Buff-banded Rail 

1 

08/11/14 

Lake Victoria 

Australian Spotted 
Crake 

1 

08/11/14 

Lake Victoria 

Black-tailed Native-Hen 

1 

04/11/14 

Pt Henry 

Sooty Oystercatcher 

1 

13/11/14 

Black Rock 

Red-necked Avocet 

1 

11/11/14 

Barwon River 


9 

04/11/14 

Pt Henry 

Banded Stilt 

700 

08/11/14 

Lake Victoria 


116 

04/11/14 

Pt Henry 

Pacific Golden Plover 

22 

25/10/14 

Black Rock 


19 

02/11/14 

Black Rock 


23 

13/11/14 

Black Rock 


22 

25/10/14 

Thirteenth Beach 


14 

26/10/14 

Thirteenth Beach 


23 

01/11/14 

Thirteenth Beach 

Banded Lapwing 

1 

13/11/14 

Black Rock 

Latham's Snipe 

6 

29/10/14 

Balyang 

Sanctuary 


1 

19/11/14 

Eastern Pk 


1 

30/10/14 

Ocean Grove 


1 

18/10/14 

Reedy Lake 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

56 

23/10/14 

Barwon River 


87 

04/11/14 

Barwon River 

Common Greenshank 

6 

23/10/14 

Barwon River 


38 

11/11/14 

Barwon River 


2 

04/11/14 

Pt Henry 

Marsh Sandpiper 

6 

11/11/14 

Barwon River 

Ruddy Turnstone 

5 

25/10/14 

Black Rock 


7 

02/11/14 

Black Rock 


3 

13/11/14 

Black Rock 


5 

25/10/14 

Thirteenth Beach 


7 

26/10/14 

Thirteenth Beach 


9 

01/11/14 

Thirteenth Beach 

Red Knot 

1 

11/11/14 

Barwon River 

Sanderling 

2 

01/11/14 

Thirteenth Beach 

Red-necked Stint 

1850 

11/11/14 

Barwon River 


140e 

25/10/14 

Black Rock 


35 

13/11/14 

Black Rock 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

1 

08/11/14 

Lake Victoria 


Comments 


Obs code 


Flew/glided across Pt Addis Rd just prior to car pk heading S to N. 
Forest Rd S. Quartering over crops. Ad. 

Wooloomanata. Airfield. Ad quartering over canola crop. 

Surf Coast Flwy. M and F quartering over crop beside new Armstrong 
housing development. 

Thirteenth Beach/Blue Rocks area. Swept though and unsuccesfully 
"buzzed" stints. Hunting. 

Woods Rd. Flew rapidly along line of trees at dusk, then, well after 
dusk, it reappeared skimming along trees catching flying insects. 
Eventually lost from sight flying low out through reed-beds and Lignum 
patches in lake. 

Windmill Rd. Flew through Peregrine Falcon nest area causing much 
disturbance. 

Windmill Rd. Nest empty, ad M on watch, fledling not seen; 6.30 p.m., 
fledged earlier in day-nestling present, pm 10/11/14. Puts start of 
incubation at 30/08 and hatching at 02/10/14 (using data in Birds of 

Baenschs La. 

Woods Rd. M and F flew in from W; 7.30 p.m.; sunset 7.37 p.m. 

Pt Lonsdale. 

Pt Lonsdale. 

Alcoa wetlands. 

Thirteenth Beach/Blue Rocks area. 

Estuary. Ocean Grove GC and downstream. 

Alcoa wetlands. 5 roosting with 6 Banded Stilts; also 4 duck-feeding 
with 110 Banded Stilts. 

Pt Lonsdale. In 3 large flocks. 

Alcoa wetlands. 110 duck-feeding with 4 Red-necked Avocets; also 6 
roosting with 5 Red-necked Avocets. 

Blue Rocks/Thirteenth Beach area. Loafing on rock platform with 5 
Ruddy Turnstones, 140e Red-necked Stints. 

Black Rock end. Blue Rocks area. 19 or 20 together on rocks. 
Thirteenth Beach/Blue Rocks area. Am, also 23 in evening. 

Blue Rocks 42W. Loafing on rocks with 140 Red-necked Stints and 5 
Ruddy Turnstones. 

Black Rock end. Resting on rocks. 

Black Rock end. Blue Rocks area. -15 flew off to N -5.45 p.m.; then 
23 returned to rocky shore from N: 6.15 p.m. 

Thirteenth Beach/Blue Rocks area. On rocks with 20+ Masked 
Lapwings; am. Then flew off twds water treatment plant. 

Flew up from ponds. 

SWHL. At S end. Flushed from shore nr overflow; 1.30 p.m. 

Blue Waters Lake. 1st record of sp at location for observers for spring/ 
summer 2014. 

Woods Rd. 

River estuary. 

Estuary. Ocean Grove GC and downstream. Fewer on 11/11/14. 

River estuary. 

Estuary. Ocean Grove GC and downstream. 

Alcoa wetlands. 

Estuary. Ocean Grove GC and downstream. 


DTy 

RGa 

CMo, DTy 
DTy, CMo 

GGt 

CMo, DTy 


DTy 

DTy 


AHn 

CMo, DTy 

AHn 

AHn 

RGa 

GGt 

GD 

RGa 

AHn 

RGa 

CMo, DTy 

RWo 

GGt 

CMo, DTy 


CMo, DTy 

GGt 

RT, PT, 

LCI 

JPo 

BL, BML 

CMo, DTy 
CMo, 

RLw, LCI 

GD 

CMo, 

RLw, LCI 
GD 
RGa 
GD 


Blue Rocks/Thirteenth Beach area. Loafing on rock platform with 22 
Golden Plovers, 140e Red-necked Stints. 

Thirteenth Beach/Blue Rocks area. Associating closely with about 20 
Pacific Golden Plover - flew together as a group several times. 

Thirteenth Beach/Blue Rocks area. Am. 2 in evening. 

Blue Rocks 42W. Loafing on rocks with 22 Pacific Golden Plovers and 
140 Red-necked Stints. 

Black Rock end. Resting, preening on rocks. 

Black Rock end. Blue Rocks area. 

Estuary. Ocean Grove GC and downstream. 

Black Rock end. Blue Rocks area. Amongst many Red-necked Stints 
and some Ruddy Turnstones. 

Estuary. Ocean Grove GC and downstream. 

Blue Rocks/Thirteenth Beach area. Loafing on rock platform with 5 
Ruddy Turnstones,22 Pacific Golden Plovers. 

Thirteenth Beach/Blue Rocks area. Am. 200 in evening when 
Australian Hobby swept through. 

Pt Lonsdale. Larger than Sharpie with bill longer than head slight down 
curve yellowish base. 


CMo, DTy 

RWo 

GGt 


CMo, DTy 
GD 

CMo, DTy 
GD 

CMo, DTy 

GGt 

AHn 
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Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs code 

Yellow-tailed Black- 

5 

25/10/2014 

Connewarre 

Black Rock Rd/Bluestone School Rd cnr. Flock flying E. 

CMo, DTy 

Cockatoo 

8 

04/11/2014 

Moolap 

Townsend Rd/Moolap Stn Rd. Party of 8 flying low in W-E direction. 

DTy 


8 

18/10/2014 

Reedy Lake 

Woods Rd. Flock flying W; 7.10 p.m. 

CMo, DTy 


2 

16/11/2014 

Torquay 

Grasstree Pk. Flew into reserve over hwy from E; 6.00 p.m.. 

CMo 

Long-billed Corella 

26 

04/11/2014 

Batesford 

Geelong-Anakie Rd. Incl 1 with upper mandible at least 3 times normal 
length. 

CMo, DTy 

Swift Parrot 

2 

30/10/2014 

Eastern Pk 

Eastern Pk circuit/Podbury Dr. Feeding in flowering Yellow Gum, 
flushed and flew W. 1 perched higher; on look-out?. 

GL 

Blue-winged Parrot 

10+ 

22/10/2014 

Anglesea 

Harrison Tk N. 3 parties at separate sites along tk. One group of 6 
fluttering around dead tree with several hollows. 2 other prs perched on 
dead trees with hollows. Presumed nesting behaviour. 

JN 

Blue-winged Parrot 

8 

08/11/2014 

Anglesea 

Wilkins St/Bingley Pde. Found feeding along stretch of fire-trail. 1 came 
out of hollow. 

MMcC 

Eastern Koel 

1 

05/11/2014 

Highton 

N Valley Rd. Calling; 6.00 p.m. 

LCI 


1 

05/11/2014 

Highton 

North Valley Rd/Gweneth Av cnr. Unmistakable repetitive "coo-eee" call 
heard; 18:00. Still calling from grove of tall trees opposite Gweneth Ave 
cnr; 6.50 p.m. 



1 

07/11/2014 

Highton 

N Valley Rd. Hd. 7.30-8.00 a.m.. 

VWD 


1 

10/11/2014 

Highton 

Barrabool Rd/Scenic Rd. Hd calling; 7.30 a.m.. 

CFr 


1 

14/11/2014 

Highton 

N Valley Rd. Calling 7.00-7.10 a.m.. Then a strong S change swept 
through and resident Pied Currawongs became very noisy. At 7.45 a.m. 
Koel called again several times, but from a more distant location. 

VWD 


1 

06/11/2014 

Highton 

Harrison Ct. Hd calling b/w 8.00-8.30 a.m. 1st record of sp for the 
season at site. 

JPo 

Brush Cuckoo 

1 

22/10/2014 

Anglesea Heath 

Gum Flat. Calling and moving in general area; 7.30-8.30 a.m. 

JN 

Southern Boobook 

1 

24/10/2014 

Bacchus Marsh 

Grey St. Calling in town at night. Also 05/11/14. 

MHe, DHe 


1 

05/11/2014 

Highton 

N Valley Rd. Calling again. Now 5 wks since presumably the same bird 
started calling here. Hd almost every night since 01/10/14. 

LCI 


2 

26/10/2014 

Newtown 

Barwon River. 2 hd calling. 

CFr 


1 

27/10/2014 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Hd calling, during thunderstorm; 2.00 a.m. Also after 
storm passed: 2.30 a.m. 

CMo 

Sacred Kingfisher 

6 

22/10/2014 

Anglesea 

Harrison Tk N. 3 separate prs along tk. 

JN 

Rainbow Bee-eater 

6 

01/11/2014 

Modewarre 

Considines Rd. On fence line in strong W wind. Making regular forays 
into air apparently catching prey. Not present following day. Rare in 
Geelong region outside of You Yangs area. 

JN 


P 

22/10/2014 

Serendip 

Hd OH. 

GD 


2 

22/10/2014 

You Yangs 

Western Plantation. 

RWo 

Rufous Bristlebird 

3 

22/10/2014 

Anglesea Heath 

Gum Flat. At least 3 birds calling from 2 different sites along creekline. 



2 

25/10/2014 

Anglesea Heath 

Harrison Tk N. Hd along gully. 

CMo, DTy 


1 

22/10/2014 

Pt Addis 


SKr 

White-throated 

Gerygone 

1 

06/11/2014 

Inverleigh 

Inverleigh Common. M in crisp plumage singing continuously. Harassed 
by White-throated Treecreepers. Numerous Weebills present in same 
area. 

Pt Lonsdale. 

JN 

Little Wattlebird 

3 

08/11/2014 

Lake Victoria 

AHn 


2 

06/11/2014 

Ocean Grove 

Blue Waters Lake. Uncommon at location. 

BL, BML 

Crescent Honeyeater 

2 

25/10/2014 

Anglesea Heath 

Harrison Tk N. At least 2 hd. 

CMo, DTy 

White-winged Triller 

P 

30/10/2014 

Brisbane 

Durdidwarrah. 

TFI, GMc 

3 

04/11/2014 

Ranges 

Staughton Vale 

Staughton Vale Rd. At least 3 vocal birds. 

CMo, DTy 


Crested Shrike-tit 

1 

01/11/2014 

Anglesea 

Coalmine Rd. Hd. 

CMo, DTy 


3 

22/10/2014 

Serendip 

Nr Ti-tree hide. Ads feeding a recent fledgling. 

GD 


2 

18/10/2014 

You Yangs 

Hovells Ck. 

CMo, DTy 

Olive-backed Oriole 

1 

25/10/2014 

Anglesea Heath 

Harrison Tk N. 

CMo, DTy 


P 

30/10/2014 

Brisbane 

Ranges 

Durdidwarrah. 

TFI, GMc 


1 

17/11/2014 

Newtown 

Hd calling, 6.00 a.m. 

CFr 


1 

18/10/2014 

You Yangs 

Information Centre. Hd. 

CMo, DTy 

Satin Flycatcher 

2 

25/10/2014 

Anglesea 

Coalmine Rd. Nr Camp Rd. At least 1 actively calling and displaying. 
Briefly harassed white morph Grey Goshawk. 2nd hd. 

CMo, DTy 


2 

25/10/2014 

Anglesea 

Coalmine Rd. Vocal and active in roadside woodland. Return to 

Geelong district. 

CMo, DTy 


1 

12/11/2014 

Inverleigh 

Inverleigh Common. Waterhole. F. 

FSc 

Red-capped Robin 

1 

15/11/2014 

Long Forest 

Happy Valley car pk. 1 calling; recorded at location several times in last 
12 months. 

MHe 

Pink Robin 

2 

10/11/2014 

Otway Ranges 

Great Otway NP. Hopetoun Falls. Pr taking food to nest in tree fern. 

BL, BML 


2 

10/11/2014 

Otway Ranges 

Great Otway NP. Redwood PG, Aire River crossing, Binns Rd. Pink Ms 
moving about in vegetation nr river. 

BL, BML 

Beautiful Firetail 

1 

22/10/2014 

Anglesea 

Harrison Tk N. Calling from thick melaleuca swamp sidearm along tk. 
Not seen. 

JN 


3+ 

09/11/2014 

Otway Ranges 

Great Otway NP. Shelley Beach section of Great Ocean Walk. Feeding 
on allocasuarina seeds alongside track. 

BL 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 

4 

13/10/2014 

Marshall 

Marshall Stn. 2 prs; possibly breeding under roof. 

GD 
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Observers: AHn, Angus Hartshorn; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig 
Morley; DHe, Dean Hewish; DTy, David Tytherleigh; EM, Elizabeth Macpherson; FSc, Frank Scheeling; GD, Guy Dutson; 
GGt, Geoff Gates; GL, Grace Lewis; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; JDg, Jeff Dagg; JN,John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; 
LCI, Lynne Clarke; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; MMcC, Matt McCrae; PKw, Penne Kwiat; PT, Peter Turner; RGa, Rob Ganly; RLw, 
Rod Lowther; RT, Rosemary Turner; RWo, Russell Woodford; SKr, Susan Kruss; TFI, Tom Fletcher; VWD, Valda Dedman. 



Pacific Golden Plover, Blue Rocks. October 2014. Photo: David Tytherleigh 


Birdlife Australia—Shorebirds 2020 
“Boggle your mind. Hear about Corangamite shorebirds.” 

Workshop and Count 

Saturday 13 December and Sunday 14 December 2014 

BirdLife Australia supported by the Corangamite CMA is holding a workshop to introduce you to the special shorebirds 
of the Lake Corangamite Area. Learn more about their 10,000 km trip to get here, the threats they face and how we can 
give them a helping hand. 

This whole-day workshop is open to anyone interested in shorebirds and their protection. The workshop includes: 

• A presentation by Bird Life Australia’s Shorebirds 2020 project team on shorebird feats. 

• ID course and quiz to get you started or refreshed on shorebird ID and counting. 

• Field trip to convince you that shorebirds don’t all look the same... 

• Goodie bag with a starter kit to our nationwide monitoring program Shorebirds 2020. 

• Refreshments and light lunch provided. 

And if you are fired up about shorebirds afterwards or already you can join our Shorebirds 2020 count the next day. 

When: Workshop: Saturday 13 December, 9.30 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 

Count: Sunday 14 December 

Where: Colac Bowls Club, 35 Moore Street, Colac 

Field trip to Lake Colac. 

Please RSVP by 9 December to Golo Maurer aolo.maurer@birdlife.ora.au 

Mobile: 0467 444 114 

For more information go to the Birdlife Australia website: 
http://birdlife.org.au/events/detail/shorebirds-2020-workshop4/shorebirds-2020/ 
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GFNC Excursion 

Upstream Buckley Falls: South bank 

Saturday 17 January 2014 

Leader: Rod Lowther 

Summer is with us again and as per previous years at this time of 
the year, a section of the Barwon will be explored. Last year’s 
Barwon River excursion explored around Baum’s weir and from 
that vantage point we could see the advancement of suburbia 
down the Barrabool hills towards the river. This time, we will look 
more closely at what is happening on the south side, including the 
establishment of reed beds where storm water run-off from the 
development is directed. The Friends of Buckley Falls have been 
active in planting native species along a buffer zone between the 
river and the houses. A recreation walk way is beginning to take 
sharp. Helen Schofield and Lance Breguet who have been 
actively involved in the planting of the native vegetation will join 
us and will provide valuable background information about the 
restoration of this riverine habitat and plant species used. 
Hopefully the birds will be a plenty on the river and in the 
surrounding trees/bushes. 

Meet: 8.30 a.m. at the Buckley Falls upper car park located 
on Buckley Falls Road which is off Queens Park Road. There are 
about 15 car spaces available so consider car-pooling with others 
if possible. 

Conditions: The proposed walk will be 2 km in length, 
commencing along the river which is an uneven dirt track, 
returning along a flat easy section overlooking the valley on the 
ridge adjacent to the new housing development. There are many 
step at the falls and an incline up to the ridge mid-way through the 
walk. Walk Classification: Easy/Medium. 

Supportive walking shoes with long pants recommended. Snakes 
may be encountered along the river section so gaiters are 
advisable. 

Bring: Morning tea, snacks, drinks, sunscreen, hat 
bottle, binoculars and camera 

Contact: Rod Lowther, ph. 0419 633 960 


Geelong Bird Report 2011 

The 2011 GBR is now printed and available for purchase. As 
postage costs have gone up and the GBR is continuing to 
increase in size due to the enthusiastic recording of bird sightings 
by members, we have had to increase our prices this year. 

Please take the opportunity to purchase your copy at meetings to 
save postage costs. If you live in Geelong and could arrange to 
collect your copy or wish to get a quote on postage for multiple 
copies, please phone the Treasurer, Deborah Evans, on 5243 
8687 or email deborah.evans@deakinDrime.com . 

Purchase price: $15 

Postage costs: Victoria $10, Rest of Australia $15. 


Mailing roster 

December: Chrissy Freestone 
January: No magazine 


Forthcoming Fauna Surveys 

You Yangs 
5-8 February 2014 

This is, to some extent, a continuation of the surveys we carried 
out early in 2014 which were terminated by extreme weather. 
This time the area being investigated is in the north-east corner. 
We will have the cameras, possibly funnel traps, as well as the 
harp traps to set and collect. 

The meeting place is the Drysdales Road carpark. 

You will need to drive along Little River Ripley Road (a 
continuation of Farrars Road) and then turn left onto Drysdales 
Road. Access is not through the park but around to the north¬ 
east corner. 

Thursday 5 February: 1.00 p.m. meet at the Drysdales Road 
carpark. 

Friday 6 to Sunday 8 February: 8.00 a.m. at the Drysdales 
road carpark. 


Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Gateway Sanctuary & Reedy Lake 
Thursday 22 January 2015 

Meet: 9.00 a.m. In the carpark of the Gateway Sanctuary, 
Melaluka Rd, Leopold. 

This park has a series of interconnected wetlands that are a 
haven to many species of freshwater birds. 

After exploring the wetlands (and having morning tea), we will 
move to Reedy Lake at the end of Moolap Station Rd at 10.30 
a.m. During the summer, Reedy Lake is a good spot to see 
many of the ‘skulkers’ of the reeds and also visiting migratory 
waders. 

Finish: Around midday. 

Bring: Water, snacks/morning tea, hat, sunscreen, insect 
repellent, strong shoes/boots, binoculars (plus telescope if you 
have one) 

Enquiries: Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 


Challenge Bird Count (CBC) 

GFNC, in association with BirdLife Australia, has 
organised two CBCs this year. 

These bird-filled days are always enjoyable and a great 
opportunity to learn more about the birds and birding spots of 
the Geelong region. The first one was held in November, 
there is one more to go. 

Bellarine Peninsula 
Sunday 7 December 2014 

Meet at Pt Addis car park; Leader: Barry Lingham 

Starting time 6.00 a.m. until 7.00 p.m. Please join in for all or 
part of the day. It’s great fun. 

Please contact Barry Lingham to confirm your availability: 
5255 4291 or lingham@tpg.com.au 
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GFNC COMMITTEE 2014-2015 

President 

Barry Lingham 

5255 4291 

lingham@tpg.com.au 

Vice-President 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Immediate Past President 

Bruce Lindsay 

0439 035 277 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Secretary 

Tracey Hinton 

5243 9973 

Tracey.Hinton@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Minute Secretary 

Rod Lowther 

5247 1537 

rlowther@ncable.net.au 

Committee Member 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

“ “ 

David Boyle 

5250 1039 

davidboyle48@gmail.com 

“ “ 

Grace Lewis 

0438 046 363 

g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 


Graham Possingham 

5243 6997 

g.possingham@gmail.com 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 

Bird Group 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond.com 

Conservation Group 

Bruce Lindsay 

5223 2394 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Editor 

Chrissy Freestone 

0417 379 033 

chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 

Sub-editor 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Geelong Bird Report 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond.com 

Jerringot Group 

Bela Bard-Brucker 

5243 7072 

bbardbrucker@gmail.com 

Librarian 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

Fauna Survey Group 

Trevor Pescott 

5243 4368 

ppescott@optusnet.com.au 

Web-master 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

Eco Book Group 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

General Meeting Minutes 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Convenor 

Lynne Clarke 

0439 390 801 

alynneclarke@gmail.com 

Cadets 

Jeff Dagg 

0419 551 847 

gfncadets@gmail.com 


Coming events 


DECEMBER 2014 

2 General Meeting: Members Night and Christmas supper 
7 Challenge Bird Count/Bellarine Peninsula 
11-14 Fauna survey: Brisbane Ranges 


JANUARY 2015 

15 Bird Group Meeting: Quizz night 

17 Saturday half day excursion: Barwon River: Upstream 
Buckley Falls: South bank 

22 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion—Reedy Lake and 
Gateway Sanctuary 

FEBRUARY 2015 

3 General Meeting: Cameron Steele—GFNC website and 
blog 

15 GFNC Excursion—Aireys Inlet: shoreline exploration of 

beach and rocky platforms 

19 Bird Group meeting 

26 Mid-week Bird Group excursion—Lake Victoria 


The closing date for the next magazine (February) will be Monday evening 26 January 2015. 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the Editor, 

Chrissy Freestone chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 

[Melway 452 G4] 
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